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Container handling volumes hold up well in 

difficult market environment 

 

Bremen, 31 January 2018 +++ Despite the ongoing 

rearrangements of several shipping consortia in the past 

financial year, EUROGATE was once again able to keep 

container handling volumes stable. Overall, container handling 

volumes at all 12 locations in and around Europe came to 14.4 

million TEUs (standard containers) in 2017. The volume of 

intermodal container transports increased by 5.2 per cent to 

over 1.0 million TEUs. 

At good 5.5 million TEUs, the container terminals in 

Bremerhaven recorded a throughput largely on par with 2016 

(+0.9 per cent). At this location, the reshaping of the large 

shipping consortia and the resulting extensive scheduling 

changes in April/May 2017 did impact the support positively 

during the second part of the year. 

At EUROGATE Container Terminal Hamburg, by contrast, 

handling volumes decreased by 25.6 per cent to just below 1.7 

million TEUs. The restructuring of the alliances and 

consequential loss of customers as well as the bankruptcy of 

the long-standing customer Hanjin had a negative impact.  

With an increase of 15.1 per cent in 2017, EUROGATE Container 

Terminal Wilhelmshaven recorded double-digit growth for the 

second consecutive year. Amongst others as a result of the new 

alliance structure, monthly handling volumes doubled from May 

onwards. 

The new location in Limassol also got off to a good start, with a 

handling volume in the region of 345,000 TEUs in its first year 

of operation. 
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Michael Blach, Chairman of the EUROGATE Group Management Board 

comments: “On balance, the results generated by the container 

terminals will be improved in comparison to the previous year, which 

in light of the slight downturn that the overall trend in container 

turnover is facing, is pleasant. Bremerhaven and Wilhelmshaven 

certainly benefited from the realignment of the shipping alliances. 

Although 2017 was a good year, the year-end results have shown that 

it has become generally more difficult to generate sustained positive 

earnings and defend our market position.” 

 

Container handling volumes in 2017 at a glance: 

 
2017 

(in TEUs) 

2016 

(in TEUs) 

Change 

(in %) 

Bremerhaven 5,536,889 5,487,198 + 0.9 

Hamburg  1,686,364 2,265,439 - 25.6 

Wilhelmshaven 554,449 481,720 + 15.1 

Germany 7,777,702 8,234,357 - 5.5 

Italy 4,636,655 5,012,218 - 7.5 

Portugal (Lisboa) 195,029 154,959 + 25.9 

Morocco (Tangier) 1,384,714 1,126,872 + 22.9 

Russia (Ust-Luga) 74,133 82,203 - 9.8 

Cyprus (Limassol) 344,949 -- -- 

EUROGATE-Group TOTAL 14,413,182 14,610,609 - 1.4 
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Intermodal handling volumes in 2017 at a glance: 

 
2017 

(in TEUs) 

2016 

(in TEUs) 

Change 

(in %) 

Germany 657,969 645,095 + 2.0 

Truck 91,908 84,790 + 8.4 

Rail 566,061 560,305 + 1.0 

Italy 301,009 271,418 + 10.9 

Portugal/ Brasil 59,252 51,747 + 14.5 

TOTAL Intermodal 1,018,230 968,260 + 5.2 

 
 

Date for the media 

The EUROGATE annual press conference will take place this year in 

Bremen on Wednesday, 11 April 2018. 

 

 

About EUROGATE: 

 
EUROGATE is the leading, shipping line independent container terminal 
operator Group in Europe. Jointly with the Italian terminal operator 
Contship Italia, the company operates a network of twelve container 
terminals from the North Sea coast to the Mediterranean area. 
EUROGATE offers intermodal transport and cargomodal services. 
EUROGATE was founded in 1999, and handled 14.4 million TEUs 
Europe-wide in 2017. For more information visit www.eurogate.eu. 

Contact: 
 
Corporate Communications 
Tel.: +49 421 1425-3803 
Fax: +49 421 1425-4984 
E-mail: presse@eurogate.eu 
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